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Watch one animal for 15 minutes. Each minute if you observe one of the target behaviours put a tally in 
the corresponding box. *Note: you can mark multiple different behaviours each minute but only one 
mark for each behaviour. 

Behaviour Code Description
Climbing C Scaling a tree or object
Digging D Using paws to displace earth
Eating E Consuming food, chewing on branches/grass
Grooming G Tiger is licking itself, or moving paws over face/other part of it's body
Out of Sight OOS Animal can not be seen
Running RUN Moving from one point to another at speed
Scent Marking P Spraying urine and/or dragging paws on objects
Sitting SI Back legs folded and hindquarters on ground with front legs straight and forequarters off the ground
Lie/resting R
Sleeping ZZZ Tiger is laying on the ground, head down and eyes closed
Sniffing SN Putting nose by ground/object
Standing ST Body completely off the ground and weight spread across all limbs
Walking W Moving from one point to another at a relaxed pace
Behaviour - other O Other behaviour expressed that is not listed above

Behaviours
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What was the primary behaviour you noticed in this ethogram?

Was there enrichment in this habitat?

Did you see the animal engage with this enrichment? 



Watch one animal for 15 minutes. Each minute if you observe one of the target behaviours put a tally in 
the corresponding box. *Note: you can mark multiple different behaviours each minute but only one 
mark for each behaviour. 

What was the primary behaviour you noticed in this ethogram?

Was there enrichment in this habitat?

Did you see the animal engage with this enrichment? 

Behaviour Code Description

Explore/Investigate
E Exploratory or manipulative behaviour not related to food. Includes move while sniffing the ground or 

objects, sniffing the air, manipulating objects

Feed/Forage F

Feeding or manipulating food items or enrichment feeders. Includes looking for food if it is known that 
food is present (e.g. food under leaves - animal digging in leaves). If it is not clear that food is present, mark 
as Explore / Investigate.

Groom initiator GI licking or scratching any part of another individuals body.
Groom recipient GR Another individual is licking or scratching any part of their body.
Lie/Rest R Animal is lying down, head may be down or up. Includes lying on structures/trees.
Move M Purposeful movement from one place to another; includes walk, run, climb
Other O A behaviour not described here
Out of sight OOS Animal not visible

Sit/Stand S
Animal is sitting (supported on forelimbs) or standing (quadrupedal or bipedal). Includes sitting or 
standing where there is no other concurrent behaviour such as explore, groom or feed.
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Watch one animal for 15 minutes. Each minute if you observe one of the target behaviours put a tally in 
the corresponding box. *Note: you can mark multiple different behaviours each minute but only one 
mark for each behaviour. 

What was the primary behaviour you noticed in this ethogram?

Was there enrichment in this habitat?

Did you see the animal engage with this enrichment? 

Behaviour Code Description

Explore/Investigate
E Exploratory or manipulative behaviour not related to food. Includes move while sniffing the ground or 

objects, sniffing the air, manipulating objects

Feed/Forage F

Feeding or manipulating food items or enrichment feeders. Includes looking for food if it is known that 
food is present (e.g. food under leaves - animal digging in leaves). If it is not clear that food is present, mark 
as Explore / Investigate.

Groom initiator GI licking or scratching any part of another individuals body.
Groom recipient GR Another individual is licking or scratching any part of their body.
Lie/Rest R Animal is lying down, head may be down or up. Includes lying on structures/trees.
Move M Purposeful movement from one place to another; includes walk, run, climb
Other O A behaviour not described here
Out of sight OOS Animal not visible

Sit/Stand S
Animal is sitting (supported on forelimbs) or standing (quadrupedal or bipedal). Includes sitting or 
standing where there is no other concurrent behaviour such as explore, groom or feed.
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Watch one animal for 15 minutes. Each minute if you observe one of the target behaviours put a tally in 
the corresponding box. *Note: you can mark multiple different behaviours each minute but only one 
mark for each behaviour. 

What was the primary behaviour you noticed in this ethogram?

Was there enrichment in this habitat?

Did you see the animal engage with this enrichment? 

Behaviours
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Behaviour Code Description
Climbing C Animal is moving along vertical or horizontal structures or trees and is not in contact with the ground
Digging DI Digging or rooting in the ground with paws or muzzle
Drink DR Drinking water
Feeding F Eating browse or food provision in enclosure

Exploratory E
Animal exploring, investigating or manipulating something other than an enrichment item. May include sniffing, 
licking

Groom self G Animal is scratching or grooming itself
Hanging H Animal is hanging from a tree or structure

Lying L
Head up, eyes open, reaction to surroundings in some manner (e.g. head or ear movement) Asleep, unresponsive 
to noise/activity

Moving M Animal is using all four limbs to walk, run, or bound on the ground
Out of sight OOS Animal can not be seen
Rubbing R Rubbing muzzle or body on ground or object
Scratching S Using claws to rake across ground or object
Self Play SP Purposeless activity with self (e.g. rolling, tale chasing), but not repetitive
Sitting SI Animal is sitting with front paws on the ground

Standing ST Animal is standing on two rear limbs



Complete an ethogram for that animal by watching one animal in the exhibit for 5 minutes. Each minute 
if you observe one of the target behaviours put a tally in the corresponding box to. *Note: you can mark 
multiple different behaviours each minute but only one mark for each behaviour. 

Behaviour Code Description
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What was the main behaviour you noticed in this ethogram?

Your observation was only five minutes, would you expect to see any other behaviours if this 
was recorded at different times? 

Was there any activity that influenced this behaviour? 

Did you see the animal engage with any enrichment? 



Complete an ethogram for that animal by watching one animal in the exhibit for 15 minutes. Each minute 
if you observe one of the target behaviours put a tally in the corresponding box to. *Note: you can mark 
multiple different behaviours each minute but only one mark for each behaviour. 

Behaviour Code Description
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What was the main behaviour you noticed in this ethogram?

Was there enrichment in this habitat?

Did you see the animal engage with this enrichment? 









Name of Observers: Date:

Start time: End time:

Identifying features of individual animal selected for focal sampling tasks:




